With  the  Presidents  Compliments. 


PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS 

TO  THE 

- I . . 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 


MARCH  28th,  1904, 


BY 

SIR  W.  S.  CHURCH,  Bart.,  K.C.B.,  M.D., 

PRESIDENT. 


Wonirott 

ADLARD  AND  SON 

BARTHOLOMEW  CLOSE 

1904 


r'  - 


PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS 


TO  THE 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 


MARCH  28th,  1904, 


BY 

SIR  W.  S.  CHURCH,  Baht.,  K.C.B.,  M.H., 

o 

PRESIDENT. 


yontrait 

A D \i  A R I)  A N D SO  N 

BARTHOLOMEW  CLOSE 


1904- 


St  A Oou^ 


\ (^OT-AL  COLL*  ‘ « Of-  PHYSICIANS 

i \.tzn\ny 


I o;  i 

| ACG-  . 

■-  ^OU  RC  l.  i 


<-  9 1 l°\ot 


• DAT  Si. 

Sam ******** 


PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS, 

1 9 0 4. 


The  year  tliat  has  passed  since  the  last  Presidential 
election  has  not  been  remarkable,  like  the  one  pre- 
ceding it,  for  any  public  events  in  which  the  College  has 
taken  part,  but  during  it,  as  I shall  have  to  remind  you, 
the  College  has  been  frequently  consulted  both  by  the 
Government  and  other  public  bodies  on  questions  of 
very  considerable  importance,  showing  that  the  value 
of  its  opinion  is  duly  recognised  by  the  Government  of 
the  country  and  by  the  various  departments  of  the 
public  service. 

Condition  of  the  College. — At  the  commencement  of 
the  year  the  number  of  Fellows  on  the  College  list  was 
323;  of  Members,  458  ; and  of  Licentiates,  9626;  of  the 
old  order  of  extra  urbem  Licentiates,  5 still  remain. 
The  losses  by  death  since  the  last  annual  election  have 
been  8 Fellows,  to  whom  I will  allude  again  later,  13 
Members,  and  as  far  as  is  known  55  Licentiates.  Two 
Members  have  resigned.  Sixteen  Members  (an  unusually 
large  number)  were  last  year  elected  to  the  Fellow- 
ship, and  among  the  26  Members  admitted  last  year 
16  were  Licentiates  of  our  College. 

Royal  Honours  and  Distinctions. — H.M.  the  King 
was  pleased  to  confer  on  our  Fellows,  Dr.  Stephen 


4 


PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS. 


Mackenzie,  Senior  Physician  to  the  London  Hospital, 
Dr.  Edwin  Cooper  Perry,  Physician  to  Guy’s  Hospital, 
and  a Member  of  the  Advisory  Board  for  the  Army 
Medical  Service,  the  honour  of  Knighthood ; on  Alfred 
Downing  Fripp,  F.R.C.S.,  a Licentiate  of  this  College, 
Assistant  Surgeon  to  Guy’s  Hospital  and  Member  of 
the  Advisory  Board  for  the  Army  Medical  Service, 
Commander  of  the  Victorian  Order,  the  honour  of 
Knighthood;  and  upon  Dr.  Patrick  Manson,  F.B.S., 
a Fellow  of  our  College,  and  Medical  Advisor  to  the 
Colonial  Office,  the  honour  of  being  made  a Knight 
Commander  of  the  Order  of  St.  Michael  and  St. 
George. 

Award  of  Medals  and  Scholarships. — At  the  meeting 
of  the  College  on  July  30th -John  Newport  Langley, 
D.Sc.,  F.R.S.,  Professor  of  Physiology  at  Cambridge, 
was  awarded  the  Baly  Medal  as  being  pre  eminently 
distinguished  in  the  science  of  Physiology,  and  at  the 
same  College  the  Moxon  Medal  was  awarded  to  Dr. 
John  Hug] dings  Jackson,  F.R.S.  The  Weber- Parker 
Prize  and  Medal  were  gained  by  Dr.  Hugh  Walsham  as 
the  author  of  the  best  essay  on  “ The  Channels  of  In- 
fection in  Tuberculosis,  together  with  the  Conditions, 
Original  or  Acquired,  which  render  the  Different  Tissues 
Vulnerable.”  A second  medal  was  at  the  same  time 
awarded  to  Walter  Jobson  Horne,  a Member  of  our 
College,  as  the  author  of  the  essay  next  in  order  of 
merit. 

All  the  medallists  were  present  to  receive  their  medals 
at  the  Harveian  Commemoration  on  October  19th. 

The  Sidney  Prize. — Every  five  years  the  Swiney 
Prize  is  awarded  jointly  by  the  Society  of  Arts  and  the 
College  for  the  best  work  on  Jurisprudence  published 
since  the  last  award.  The  prize  is  awarded  alternately 
for  a work  on  general  or  on  medical  jurisprudence  ; this 
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year  was  the  turn  for  general  jurisprudence,  and  the 
Prize  was  divided  between  Sir  Fred.  Pollock,  LL.D., 
D.C.L.,  and  Professor  Frederick  William  Maitland, 
D.C.L.,  for  their  work  on  “ The  History  of  English  Law 
before  the  time  of  Edward  the  First. ” 

The  Charles  Murchison  Scholarship , the  examina- 
tion for  which  was  held  by  the  Edinburgh  University 
last  year,  was  adjudged  to  Charles  John  Shaw,  M.B., 
and  the  Jenks  Memorial  Scholarship  to  Alfred  Richard- 
son, who  is  now  a student  at  the  Yorkshire  College, 
Leeds. 

ITarveian  Oration  and  Foundation  Lectures — Dr. 
Allchin  delivered  the  Harveian  oration  on  Monday, 
October  19th,  on  “ Structure  and  Function.”  In  treat- 
ing of  this  subject  he  showed  that  the  problem  of  the 
chemical  and  electrical  constitution  of  muscle,  of  nerve- 
fibre  and  of  the  gland-cell  still  awaits  solution. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Payne,  as  the  first  FitzPatrick  Lecturer, 
delivered  in  June  two  lectures  on  “ English  Medicine 
in  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  Anglo-Norman  Periods.”  These, 
the  first  lectures  on  the  history  of  medicine  delivered 
in  the  College,  aroused  much  interest  and  were  well 
attended. 

Dr.  Trevelyan,  Professor  of  Pathology  in  the  York- 
shire College,  Leeds,  chose  for  the  subject  of  the 
Bradshaw  Lecture  delivered  in  November  u Some  Ob- 
servations on  Tuberculosis  of  the  Nervous  System.” 

The  Milroy  Lectures  were  given  by  Dr.  William 
Williams,  M.B.Camb.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Glamorganshire,  on  “ Deaths  in  Childbed  a Preventable 
Mortality.” 

Dr.  Robert  Hutchison,  as  Gulstonian  Lecturer,  brought 
before  the  College  “ Some  Disorders  of  the  Blood  and 
Blood-forming  Organs  in  Early  Life,”  and  delivered  a 
most  able  and  interesting  series  of  lectures. 
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The  College  has  so  lately  heard  the  Lumleian  Lectures 
by  Dr.  Frederick  Taylor  on  “ Some  Disorders  of  the 
Spleen  ” that  I need  not  remind  it  of  the  value  and 
interest  of  them. 

On  December  3rd,  by  permission  of  the  President, 
Sir  Hermann  Weber  delivered  a lecture  in  the  College 
on  “ Means  for  the  Prolongation  of  Life.”  As  might 
be  expected  from  the  subject  matter  of  his  lecture,  and 
from  the  demonstration  he  affords  of  the  success  of  his 
methods,  a very  large  number  of  Fellows  and  others 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  hearing  his 
interesting  discourse. 

Endowments. — During  the  past  year  the  College  has 
been  fortunate  in  receiving  two  valuable  endowments. 
In  November  last  Dr.  Horace  Dobell,  a Member  of  the 
College,  offered  to  give  £500  in  Consols  to  the  College 
to  endow  a Lectureship  for  a term  of  years,  with  a 
view  to  encourage  research  into  the  “ ultimate  origin, 
evolution  and  life  history  of  bacilli  and  other  pathogenic 
micro-organisms  ” ; the  lecture  to  be  called  the  u Horace 
Dobell  Research  Lecture,”  and  to  be  delivered  once  in 
every  two  years,  the  lecturer  receiving  £50  for  his 
lecture  until  the  capital  sum  and  accruing  interest  is 
exhausted.  The  College  accepted  the  trust,  and  the 
Censors’  Board  has  appointed  Dr.  Klein  to  give  the 
first  lecture  on  November  22nd  of  this  year. 

A still  more  valuable  endowment  has  been  received 
from  Dr.  George  Oliver,  a Fellow  of  the  College, 
formerly  of  Harrogate,  who  offered  a sum  of  £2000  to 
the  College  in  trust  for  the  endowment  of  a Lecture- 
ship or  Prize  to  be  called  the  “ Oliver-Sharpey  Lecture- 
ship or  Prize,”  in  memory  of  the  late  William  Sharpey, 
M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Professor  of  Physiology  in  University 
College,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  thereby  the 
application  of  physiological  knowledge  to  the  preven- 
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tion  and  treatment  of  disease  and  the  prolongation  of 
life,  more  especially  by  experimental  researches  and 
observations  on  man. 

I am  sure  that  1 am  but  expressing  the  feeling  of 
the  whole  College  in  returning  my  most  sincere  thanks 
to  these  generous  donors  who,  by  their  munificence,  are 
encouraging  the  progress  of  medicine  in  the  true 
Harveian  spirit,  and  are  enabling  the  College  as  a 
corporate  body  to  play  a part  in  furthering  the 
development  of  scientific  medicine,  without  forgetting 
the  main  object  of  our  work,  the  treatment  o.f  disease 
for  the  alleviation  of  suffering  and  the  prolongation  of 
life. 

Gifts  to  the  College. — Many  gifts  of  considerable 
value  have  been  made  to  the  College  in  the  shape  of 
books,  etc. ; the  only  one  I need  mention  more  particu- 
larly is  a small  medallion  portrait  in  relief  of  Dr. 
Lettsom,  dated  1809,  the  gift  of  Mr.  Cornelius 
Hanbury. 

The  Financial  Condition  of  the  College . — I am  glad  to 
be  able  to  congratulate  the  College  on  the  improve- 
ment which  has  taken  place  in  our  finances  during  the 
last  three  years,  in  each  of  which  there  has  been  a 
credit  balance  to  the  College ; the  Treasurer,  who 
devotes  so  much  time  and  pains  to  the  College  affairs, 
has  had  the  satisfaction  of  recommending  the  College 
to  invest  £2000  during  the  last  two  years,  and  we  have 
thus  begun  to  replace  some  of  our  capital  which  had  to 
be  sold  when  the  Examination  Hall  was  built. 

The  improved  condition  of  our  finances  depends 
partly  on  the  increase  in  our  fees  for  the  licence  of  the 
College,  but  chiefly  on  the  reduction  of  our  expenses 
at  the  Examination  Hall,  and  the  large  increase  in  the 
receipts  from  letting  our  spare  rooms  there.  The 
receipts  from  our  Examinations  I regret  to  say  show 


8 


PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS. 


a decided  decrease  for  all  three  professional  examina- 
tions,* amounting  in  the  whole  to  £1591  16s.  Od.  The 
decrease  in  the  number  of  students  qualifying  through 
the  examinations  of  the  Conjoint  Board  cannot  but  be 
viewed  with  apprehension,  especially  when  considered 
together  with  the  diminishing  number  of  entries  at  the 
Metropolitan  Medical  Schools.  The  increase  this  year 
in  the  receipts  at  the  Examination  Hall,  due  mainly  to 
the  energy  and  resourcefulness  of  Mr.  Hallett,  cannot, 
I fear,  be  expected  to  be  maintained  ; one  important 
item  of  £551  was  due  to  the  meeting  of  the  Inter- 
national Telegraph  Congress  held  last  year,  which  must 
be  regarded  as  of  an  exceptional  character  not  likely 
to  recur  yearly,  and  we  must  also  remember  that  the 
rooms  now  used  by  the  Army  Medical  Department  will 
before  very  long  be  again  vacant. 

Committee  of  Management. — Our  College  has  through- 
out the  year  continued  to  work  in  perfect  harmony  with 
the  Ro}ml  College  of  Surgeons,  and  the  College  is 
very  greatly  indebted  to  its  Fellows  on  the  Committee 
of  Management  for  the  laborious  work  they  so  success- 
fully perform.  On  one  important  point — the  observa- 
tions to  be  returned  to  the  General  Medical  Council  upon 
their  Report  on  our  First  Professional  Examination — the 
College  did  not  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons.  Whilst  that  College  adopted  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Management,  ours  referred 
it  back  to  the  Committee,  with  power  to  act  within 
“ the  terms  and  limits  ” of  the  reference.  The  Com- 
mittee found  that  although  they  could  consider  and 
report  to  both  Colleges  on  a reference  from  either,  they 
could  not  take  action  on  the  authority  of  either  College 

* Seventy-four  fewer  candidates  presented  themselves  for  the  first 
and  second  examinations  and  eighty-four  less  for  the  final  as  compared 
with  the  year  1902. 
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separately.  They  reported  accordingly , and  each 
College  sent  a separate  reply  to  the  General  Medical 
Council.  The  College  answer  was  as  follows  : — 

“ The  College  deems  it  inexpedient  to  adopt  any  detailed 
comments  on  the  Report  at  the  present  time,  but  wishes  the 
Council  to  be  informed  that  the  criticisms  and  suggestions 
of  its  Visitor  and  Inspector  are  under  consideration,  and  will 
be  taken  into  account  when  the  Regulations  of  the  First 
Examination  next  come  before  the  College  for  revision. ” 

Dr.  Starling  at  the  Comitia  on  April  30  moved  that 
a joint  committee  of  the  two  Colleges  be  appointed, 
“ to  consider  and  report  upon  any  alterations  that  may 
be  desirable  in  ‘ the  regulations  for  the  first  conjoint 
examination/  The  College  agreed  to  the  motion  and 
appointed  Drs.  F.  Roberts,  Norman  Moore,  West, 
Pasteur,  Lauriston  Shaw,  Rolleston,  and  Starling  as 
members  of  the  Committee ; Messrs.  Pick,  Langton, 
Owen,  Godlee,  Page,  Gould,  and  Sir  Henry  Howse 
being  nominated  by  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 
The  joint  Committee  presented  their  report  to  the 
College  on  July  30: 

In  considering  the  study  to  be  required  of  Candidates  in 
the  first  year  of  the  Curriculum  and  the  examination  to  be 
passed  on  the  completion  of  that  study,  the  Committee  have 
had  in  view  three  main  objects  : first,  to  secure  that  whatever 
subjects  are  studied  shall  be  treated  as  an  introduction  to  the 
purely  professional  subjects ; secondly,  to  prevent  the  over- 
loading of  the  first  year  of  study,  whilst  securing  that  the 
student  shall  have  sufficient  work  to  occupy  his  time  ; thirdly, 
to  endeavour  to  so  adjust  the  Curriculum  as  to  attain  the 
original  object  of  the  fifth  year  of  study,  i.e.  the  extension  of 
the  time  devoted  to  clinical  work. 

The  Committee  are  agreed  that  as  a general  principle  it  is 
desirable  to  encourage  students  to  pass  the  First  Examination 
before  commencing  the  study  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology, 
and  with  this  object  in  view  they  would  advocate  the  recog- 
nition of  the  study  of  Preliminary  Science  before  as  well  as 
after  passing  the  preliminary  examination  in  general  education. 
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The  Committee  see  no  reason  why  a student  should  not  study 
Chemistry,  Physics,  and  Biology  whilst  at  school,  and  they 
consider  that  no  obstacle  should  be  put  in  the  way  of  his 
passing  the  First  Professional  Examination  as  soon  as  possible 
after  passing  the  Preliminary  Examination,  provided  that  a 
certain  minimum  number  of  hours’  work  has  been  completed 
(in  Chemistry  180,  in  Physics  120,  and  in  Biology  120).  In 
this  way  it  would  be  possible  to  require  that  the  study  of 
Anatomy  and  Physiology  should  be  commenced  only  after 
the  First  Professional  Examination  is  completed. 

The  Committee  therefore  recommend  : 

1.  That  Part  I.  Chemistry,  Part  II.  Physics,  Part  III. 
Biology,  and,  at  the  option  of  the  Candidate,  Part  IV. 
Practical  Pharmacy,  be  the  subjects  of  the  First  Examination. 

2.  That  a minimum  length  of  courses  be  required  in 
Chemistry,  Physics,  and  Biology,  before  Candidates  are 
admitted  to  Examination  in  these  subjects. 

8.  That  the  minimum  course  in  the  several  subjects  be  : 

In  Chemistry  180  hours’  Instruction  and  Laboratory  work. 
In  Physics  120  ,,  ,,  ,, 

In  Biology  120 

4.  That  these  courses  need  not  run  concurrently,  nor  be 
completed  within  one  year. 

5.  That  these  courses  may  be  commenced  or  attended 
before  the  required  preliminary  examination  in  general 
education  is  passed. 

6.  That  study  at  an  Institution  other  than  a recognised 
Medical  School  be  counted  for  not  more  than  six  months  of 
the  Curriculum. 

7.  That  the  study  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  be  not 
recognised  until  after  the  First  Examination  in  Chemistry, 
Physics,  and  Biology  has  been  passed. 

8.  That  no  student  be  admitted  to  examination  in  Medicine 
and  Surgery  until  he  has  completed  five  years  of  professional 
study  after  passing  the  Preliminary  Examination  in  general 
education,  towards  which  six  months’  study  at  a recognised 
Institution  may  be  counted,  if  taken  subsequently  to  passing 
such  preliminary  examination. 

In  the  event  of  the  foregoing  recommendations  being- 
approved,  the  Committee  suggest  that  they  should  be 
authorised  to  ascertain  the  opinion  of  the  Teachers  in  the 
Medical  Schools  and  of  the  present  and  past  Examiners,  on 
the  alterations  necessary  in  the  synopses  of  Chemistry, 
Physics,  and  Biology,  and  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the 
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Examination,  and  to  present  a further  report  to  the  Royal 
Colleges  on  these  questions. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  difficulty  of  the 
First  Examination  should  not  be  materially  increased,  but  that 
the  form  of  Examination  should  be  altered  so  as  to  encourage 
a more  thorough  and  practical  course  of  instruction. 

John  Langton,  Chairman. 

22nd  July,  1903. 

The  College  adopted  the  Report,  which  was  of  a pro- 
visional nature,  and  the  Committee  was  requested  to 
obtain  the  opinion  of  the  Teachers  in  the  Medical 
Schools  on  the  synopses  of  the  subjects  of  the  First 
Examination  proposed  and  the  methods  of  conducting 
the  examinations,  and  report  further  to  the  College;  the 
subject  still  remains  under  consideration. 

Further  reference  must  be  made  to  the  various  com- 
munications which  have  passed  between  the  College 
and  the  General  Medical  Council,  which  body  took  the 
unusual  course  of  holding  a Special  Session  in  July  to 
consider  what  course  it  should  adopt  with  regard  to 
the  examinations  and  the  courses  of  instruction  in 
Chemistry,  Physics,  and  Biology  imposed  by  the  Con- 
joint Board  of  the  Royal  Colleges  on  their  students. 

At  the  Ordinary  Session  of  the  General  Medical 
Council  in  May  last  and  at  a Special  Session  held  in 
July,  the  Reports  of  the  Education  Committee  on  the 
returns  from  the  Teaching  Institutions  in  Elementary 
Science  recognised  by  the  Royal  College,  but  not  by 
the  Council,  and  of  the  Examination  Committee  on  the 
Inspector  and  Visitor’s  Report  on  the  First  Examina- 
tion of  the  Royal  Colleges,  were  considered,  and  it 
was  resolved  (1)  that  the  Examination  in  Chemistry, 
Physics  and  Biology  was  insufficient.  (2)  That  the 
courses  of  study  in  many  of  the  schools  and  institutions, 
recognised  by  the  Royal  Colleges  but  not  by  the 
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Council,  were  insufficient.  The  Resolutions  passed  by 
the  General  Medical  Council  in  July  were  to  the 
following1  effect : 

1.  To  send  copies  of  the  Education  and  Examination  Com- 
mittees’ Reports  and  the  resolutions,  1 and  2,  mentioned 
above  to  the  Royal  Colleges. 

2.  The  President  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Royal 
Colleges  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  studies  and  exami- 
nations required  by  them  in  these  subjects  of  candidates  for 
their  diplomas,  as  disclosed  by  the  Reports,  and  to  urge  them 
to  take  immediate  steps  for  amending  their  regulations. 

3.  The  President  to  appoint  a committee  consisting  of  two 
members  from  each  Branch  Council  to  confer  with  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Colleges  on  these  matters  if  a conference  is 
desired. 


These  Resolutions  of  the  General  Medical  Council 
came  before  the  College  at  its  meeting  on  October  29th, 
and  it  was  decided  to  appoint  eight  delegates  to  meet 
a like  number  appointed  by  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  to  advise  the  Colleges  as  to  the  answer  to  be 
sent.  The  following  were  the  delegates  from  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  : — The  President,  the 
Senior  Censor,  the  Registrar,  the  Representative  on  the 
General  Medical  Council,  Sir  R.  Douglas  Powell,  Drs. 
Frederick  Taylor,  Sharkey,  and  Starling.  From  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons: — The  President,  Mr.  Morris, 
Sir  Henry  Idowse,  Messrs.  Mayo  Robson,  Butlin,  Owen, 
Godlee  and  Gould.  The  Joint  Committee  met  on  Novem- 
ber 6th  and  agreed  to  recommend  the  College  to  send 
the  following  reply  to  the  Medical  Council  : 

“ The  Royal  Colleges  thank  the  General  Medical  Council  for 
the  expression  of  their  opinion  respecting  the  courses  of  study 
and  the  examinations  in  Chemistry,  Physics,  and  Biology. 
These  opinions  shall  receive  the  respectful  attention  of  the 
Royal  Colleges.” 

“ The  Royal  Colleges,  however,  regret  that  they  are  unable 
to  accept  the  invitation  of  the  President  of  the  General 
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Medical  Council  to  appoint  representatives  to  meet  tlie  repre- 
sentatives of  the  General  Medical  Council  in  regard  to  the 
questions  of  Medical  Education  and  Examination  relating  to 
the  subjects  above  mentioned  that  have  been  raised  in  tlie 
Reports  of  the  Education  and  Examination  Committees  of  the 
General  Medical  Council.'’ 

The  College  adopted  the  above  at  the  Special 
Meeting  held  on  November  19th. 

Thus  the  outcome  of  the  deliberations  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  on  our  First  Examination  was  that  it 
was  insufficient,  and  that  the  courses  of  study  in  the 
schools  and  institutions  recognised  by  the  Royal 
Colleges,  but  not  by  the  Council,  were  also  insufficient, 
and  it  was  moved  by  Sir  Victor  Horsley,  seconded  by 
Dr  Mackay  : 

“ That  the  Council  do  represent  to  His  Majesty’s  most 
Honourable  Privy  Council  that  the  Courses  of  Study  and 
Examination  in  Chemistry,  Physics  and  Biology,  to  be  gone 
through  in  order  to  obtain  qualifications  for  Registration  from 
the  Examining  Board  in  England  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  of  London  and  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of 
England,  are  not  such  as  to  secure  the  possession  by  persons 
obtaining  such  qualifications  of  the  requisite  knowledge  and 
skill  for  the  efficient  practice  of  their  profession.” 

Amendment  moved  by  Dr.  Bruce,  seconded  by  Dr. 
Pye-Smith  : 

“ (1)  That  the  Council  acknowledges  the  communications 
set  out  in  the  minutes  of  to-day  from  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  of  London,  of  the  19th  November,  and  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  of  the  20th  November ; 

“ (2)  That  the  Council  is  pleased  to  note  that  the  opinions 
of  the  Council  respecting  courses  of  study  and  examination  in 
Physics,  Chemistry,  and  Biology  are  to  receive  the  respectful 
attention  of  the  two  Royal  Colleges ; 

“ (3)  That  in  view  of  the  re- consideration  of  the  courses  of 
study  and  examination  by  the  Royal  Colleges,  the  Council 
resolves  to  defer  taking  any  further  action  until  the  Examina- 
tion has  been  again  inspected  under  new  regulations.” 

The  amendment  was  put  and  carried. 
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When  the  amendment  was  put  as  a substantive 
motion,  a further  amendment  was  moved  : 

“ That  the  consideration  of  the  motion  be  postponed.” 

This  was  carried,  and  there  the  matter  at  present 
rests. 

The  Final  Examination  of  the  Conjoint  Board  was 
visited  by  the  Inspector,  the  late  Sir  George  Duffey, 
and  the  Visitor,  Sir  Charles  Ball,  of  the  General 
Medical  Council,  in  January,  last  year.  . The  report 
they  made  to  the  council  was  a very  favourable  one, 
although  the  usual  remarks  on  operative  surgery, 
clinical,  ophthalmic,  and  aural  surgery  were  introduced 
into  it,  and  some  objections  to  the  system  of  marking. 

The  Laboratories  Committee. — At  the  Comitia  in 
April  last,  it  was  reported  that  the  work  at  the  Labora- 
tories at  the  Examination  Hall  had  ceased,  with  the 
exception  of  that  carried  on  in  connection  with  the 
preparation  of  antitoxic  serum  for  the  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board.  At  the  January  Comitia  this  year  the 
following  report  was  presented  by  the  Laboratories 
Committee,  raising  the  important  question  of  the  Royal 
Colleges  continuing  to  undertake  the  supply  of  Anti- 
toxin. The  old  agreement  with  the  Asylums  Board  has 
nearly  expired,  and  the  Colleges  were  asked  by  the 
Committee  to  consider  what  their  future  action  should  be. 

Report,  dated  the  8th  January,  1904,  of  the 
Laboratories  Committee. 

Members  of  Ike  Committee. — Dr.  P.  H.  Pye-Smitli,  Chairman, 
Dr.  W.  D.  Halliburton,  Dr.  Sidney  Martin,  Mr.  H.  T.  Butlin, 
Mr.  Watson  Cheyne,  Mr.  R.  J.  Godlee. 

So  long  a time  has  elapsed  since  these  Laboratories  were 
built  and  occupied,  and  so  many  changes  have  taken  place, 
that  it  seems  right  for  us  to  ask  the  two  Royal  Colleges  to 
consider  their  present  conditions. 

For  several  years  after  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Woodhead, 
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the  Laboratories  were  always  full,  and  excellent  work  was 
being  accomplished.  The  necessity  for  retrenching  expenses 
led  at  last  to  the  discontinuance  of  original  pathological  in- 
vestigations, and  this  at  once  did  away  with  a large  and  most 
interesting  part  of  your  Committee’s  duties.  The  prepara- 
tion of  antitoxic  serum  for  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
had  some  time  previously  been  established  and  is  still  carried 
on,  with  undoubted  public  benefit.  Part  of  the  laboratory 
building  has  been  for  three  years  or  longer  made  over  to  the 
War  Office,  so  that  there  is  at  present  little  probability  of  any 
new  department  being  opened  unless  other  researches 
approved  by  the  Royal  Colleges  were  to  take  the  place  of 
the  preparation  of  Antitoxin.  We  shall  soon  arrive  at  the 
period  when  the  Royal  Colleges  can,  if  they  think  proper, 
give  notice  to  determine  the  present  arrangement  with  the 
Metropolitan  Asylums  Board. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  work  might  be  accomplished 
by  other  institutions  if  the  Royal  Colleges  should  see  fit, 
after  due  notice,  to  give  it  up. 

Your  Committee  have  been  long  convinced  that  to  ensure  a 
sufficiently  large  and  constant  supply  of  the  purest  and 
strongest  antitoxic  serum  for  cases  of  diphtheria  alone,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  increase  our  present  stud  of  horses,  and 
no  less  necessary  to  build  suitable  stables  and  laboratories  on 
a large  scale  and  out  of  London.  This,  however,  would,  if 
proper  inspection  were  to  be  carried  out,  involve  considerable 
difficulties,  apart  from  the  unavoidably  increased  expenditure. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  must  remind  the  Colleges  that, 
although  no  profit  is  made  by  the  preparation  of  antitoxin,  it 
is  kept  up  without  loss  to  the  Colleges,  and  thus  the  payment 
of  rates  and  taxes,  heating,  &c.,  is  considerably  lightened. 

We  now  ask  the  Colleges  to  consider,  first,  the  urgent 
need  for  moving  the  stables  from  Balliam  to  some  suitable 
place  out  of  town,  and  secondly,  the  question  of  continuing 
the  existing  arrangement  with  the  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board  after  the  present  term  has  expired. 

P.  H.  Pye-Smxth,  Chairman. 

8tli  January,  1904. 

I was  requested  by  the  College  to  confer  with  the 
President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  with  the 
view  of  appointing  a special  Committee  to  further 
consider  the  subject.  The  special  Committee  consisted  of 
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tlie  representatives  of  the  Colleges  on  the  Laboratories 
Committee,  together  with  three  other  Fellows  from  each 
College.  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth,  Dr.  Whipham,  and  myself 
were  added  to  our  representatives.  Mr.  Tweedy  the 
President,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Sir  Henry  Howse  were  the 
additional  members  for  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 
The  Special  Committee  met  on  February  26th,  and  its 
report,  which  comes  before  you  to-day,. is  as  follows: 

“ That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  it  is  not  expedient 
to  renew  the  agreement  with  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
for  the  preparation  and  supply  of  Antitoxic  Serum.” 

In  the  event  of  this  Report  being  approved  by  the  Royal 
Colleges,  the  Committee  also  recommend  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Laboratories  Committee  to  inform  the  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board  of  the  decision  of  the  Royal  Colleges  to  dis- 
continue the  preparation  and  supply  of  Antitoxin,  and  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  termination  of  the  services  of  the  staff. 

Communications  with  Public  Bodies. — Last  April  a 
letter  was  received  from  the  London  County  Council, 
requesting  the  College  to  nominate  pathologists  competent 
to  make  'post-mortem  investigations  and  give  evidence 
before  tlie  coroners.  The  College  referred  the  matter 
to  the  Censors5  Board,  who  reported  to  the  College  that : 

Without  alterations  in  the  Coroners’  Acts  the  College  was 
not  in  a position  to  suggest  the  names  of  specially  skilled 
pathologists  to  the  L.C.C.  whose  services  might  be  called  for 
when  in  the  opinion  of  the  Coroner  it  was  desirable.  They 
thought  such  a provision  very  necessary  but  not  practicable 
in  the  existing  state  of  the  law,  and  recommended  that  an 
amendment  of  the  Acts  should  be  sought. 

The  University  of  Liverpool . — The  Charter  of  the 
New  University  of  Liverpool  provides  that  one  member 
of  the  Court — the  supreme  governing  body  of  the 
University — shall  be  appointed  by  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  of  London.  At  the  Comitia  on  May  14th, 
our  Treasurer,  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth,  who  is  connected 
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with  Liverpool  both  by  birth  and  education,  was  ap- 
pointed, and  in  October  last  he  gave  an  address  npon 
the  opening  of  the  Medical  Session. 

A communication  received  from  the  Worshipful 
Company  of  Spectacle  Makers , asking  the  opinion  of 
the  College  on  the  desirability  of  making  sight-testing 
a subject  of  the  Examination  which  the  Company  holds 
before  granting  its  Diploma  to  opticians,  was  referred 
to  the  Censors’  Board,  who  advised  that  in  the  public 
interest  it  is  undesirable  to  extend  the  diploma  so  as  to 
embrace  a certificate  in  sight-testing. 

In  October  last  a communication  was  received  from 
the  Incorporated  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health , 
praying  the  College  to  join  them  in  a memorial  they 
were  presenting  to  the  Home  Secretary,  deprecating 
the  low  standard  of  ventilation  proposed  to  be  required  in 
certain  workshops  and  factories.  The  College  did  not  see 
its  way  to  accede  to  this  request.  A request  from  Sir 
Edward  Poynter , Chairman  of  the  Art  Committee  for 
selecting  Works  for  Exhibition  at  the  St.  Louis  Exhibi- 
tion, for  the  loan  of  Sir  J.  Millais’  portrait  of  Sir 
Richard  Quain,  was  not  acceded  to  by  the  College. 

College  Buildings,  etc. — In  the  course  of  last  year 
a balustrade  addition  to  the  College  front  towards 
Trafalgar  Square  was  erected  at  the  expense  of  the 
Union  Club,  who  wished  to  raise  their  portion  of  the 
frontage.  The  work  has  been  satisfactorily  done  with- 
out interfering  with  our  premises,  and  has,  I think, 
improved  rather  than  injured  the  architectural  features 
of  the  College. 

A room  formerly  used  as  a chemical  laboratory  in 
the  basement  of  the  College  has  been  cleared  out  and 
fitted  with  bookshelves  and  presses,  giving  additional 
accommodation  for  our  Library,  which  was  much  needed. 

It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  College  that, 
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taking  advantage  of  our  Registrar’s  absence  from  illness 
at  one  of  onr  meetings  last  year,  it  was  decided  that  it 
was  necessary  he  should  have  some  assistance  in  his  very 
onerous  duties.  Dr.  Oswald  Browne  has  been  appointed 
to  assist  him  in  the  very  heavy  secretarial  and  other 
work  which  now  falls  upon  our  Registrar. 

Communications  with  Departments  of  the  State. — During 
the  past  year  the  College  has  been  consulted  by  the  Govern- 
ment on  several  very  important  questions,  and  their  con- 
sideration has  entailed  the  expenditure  of  much  time  and 
thought  on  those  of  our  Fellows  who  at  the  request  of 
the  College  served  on  the  Committees  which  considered 
and  reported  on  the  subjects  submitted  to  the  College. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  requested  the  advice 
of  the  College  on  the  value  of  Dr.  A.  Wright’s  antityphoid 
inoculation  : — (1)  its  practical  safety;  (2j  its  prophylactic 
value.  The  Committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Gee,  Tooth, 
Bradford,  Simpson,  and  Caiger,  had  the  advantage  of 
examining  Professor  Wright  himself,  and  presented  a 
report  in  the  following  terms,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
College  at  the  July  Comitia  : 

After  careful  scrutiny  of  the  statistics  from  both  official  and 
private  sources  which  have  been  made  available,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  not  only  is  a lessened  susceptibility  to  the  disease 
brought  about  as  a result  of  the  inoculations,  but  that  the 
case-mortality  is  largely  reduced. 

We  are  further  of  opinion  that  with  due  care  the  process  of 
inoculation  is  devoid  of  direct  danger,  but  that  under  special 
circumstances  there  may  possibly  be  some  temporary  increase 
of  susceptibility  to  infection  immediately  following  inocula- 
tion ; and  it  is,  therefore,  desirable  that  the  preparation  of  the 
vaccine  and  the  inoculations  should  be  carried  out  under 
specially  skilled  supervision. 

Samuel  Gee,  Chairman. 

July  27th,  1903. 

At  the  same  Comitia  the  College  adopted  a report  as 
follows,  drawn  up  by  a committee  consisting  of  the 
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President,  Drs.  Vivian  Poore,  Longs  taff,  Pringle, 
Newsholme,  and  Tatham,  “ on  the  Physical  Disability 
of  Recruits,”  a memorandum  on  the  subject  by  Sir 
W.  Taylor,  Director-Greneral  of  the  Army  Medical  Service, 
having  been  sent  to  the  College  by  the  Home  Secretary 
with  the  request  that  the  College  should  take  it  into  con- 
sideration and  communicate  to  him  any  remarks  they  might 
wish  to  offer  on  the  Director-Gfeneraks  memorandum. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Physical  Disability 

of  Army  Recruits. 

In  the  original  Memorandum,  signed  by  Sir  William 
Taylor,  Director-Greneral  of  the  Army  Medical  Department, 
sent  to  the  College  under  cover  of  a letter  from  the  Home 
Office,  dated  June  11th,  1903,  the  College  was  asked  to 
express  an  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  for  an  enquiry  into  the 
causes  of  the  Physical  Disability  of  so  large  a proportion  of 
men  offering  themselves  as  recruits,  and  as  to  the  available 
methods  of  remedying  defects  and  improving  the  national 
health. 

The  general  tenour  of  the  Report  appeared  to  favour  the 
opinion  that  an  increasing  deterioration  in  physique  is  taking 
place  in  the  classes  of  the  population  from  whom  military 
recruits  are  chiefly  drawn.  An  examination,  however,  of  the 
figures  given  in  the  tables  in  the  Memorandum  itself  does  not 
support  this  view,  as  we  find  that  the  rejections  of  those 
offering  themselves  as  recruits  have  fallen  from  42  per  cent, 
in  1891,  to  34  per  cent,  in  1902.  If  we  consider  the  causes 
of  rejection,  the  table  on  page  4 of  the  Memorandum  shows 
that  chest  measurements,  weight,  and  height  have  all  improved 
in  recent  years  ; whilst  at  the  same  time  the  rejections  from 
other  causes — with  the  exception  of  decayed  teeth— have  all 
decreased  in  number.  Application  was  therefore  made  by 
the  College  to  the  Home  Office  for  further  information  which 
might  explain  the  apparent  contradiction  between  the  general 
tone  of  the  Report  and  the  figures  given.  Information  was 
especially  asked  for  on  such  points  as  alterations  in  standard, 
if  any,  and  more  detailed  statements  as  to  the  occupations  of 
the  heterogeneous  class  No.  1 (“labourers,  servants, husband- 
men, &c.”)  from  whom  nearly  two -thirds  of  the  number 
inspected  were  drawn,  and  who  therefore  furnish  by  far  the 
largest  number  of  rejections. 
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Ill  reply  to  this  application  we  were  informed  through  Mr. 
Cunynhame,  C.B.,  that  the  College  was  not  asked  to  enter 
into  an  investigation  of  any  alleged  deterioration.  What  was 
wanted  of  the  College,  at  this  stage,  was  the  expression  of  an 
opinion  whether  from  their  point  of  view,  an  inquiry  was 
necessary  or  not ; and  that  they  should  coniine  themselves  to 
answering  the  questions  a,  b,  and  c at  the  end  of  the  Director- 
General’s  Report — 

(а)  The  necessity  of  such  an  inquiry. 

(б)  The  ground  to  be  covered  by  a Commission  if  appointed. 

(c)  Composition  of  Commission. 

The  College  is  therefore  placed  in  a position  of  expressing 
an  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  an  inquiry  without  any 
adequate  data  upon  which  an  opinion  can  be  founded. 

Your  Committee  hold  that  it  is  extremely  improbable  that 
any  general  deterioration  of  the  physique  of  the  population  is 
taking  place,  when  they  consider  (without  laying  undue  stress 
on  the  greatly  lowered  death-rate)  how  much  the  food, 
clothing,  and  housing  of  the  people  have  improved,  together 
with  the  diminution  of  general  pauperism.  Class  1 (No.  1 of 
the  Director-General’s  statement)  must  include  the  residuum 
of  the  labour  market ; and,  whilst  your  Committee  duly 
recognise  the  effect  which  the  increase  of  urban  as  compared 
with  rural  population  may  have  on  the  population  at  large, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  there  has  been  a marked  increase 
in  the  wage  of  agricultural  labourers  (a  diminishing  class)  of 
late  years,  and  that  the  attractions  offered  to  this  class  by  the 
Army  in  the  shape  of  pay  are  proportionately  much  less  than 
formerly,  and  consequently  a larger  proportion  of  men  offer- 
ing themselves  for  recruits  may  be  expected  to  belong  to  the 
class  of  casual  labourers  in  our  large  towns. 

The  Committee  desire  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  a 
greater  change  has  taken  place  in  the  conditions  of  life  in 
this  country  during  the  last  fifty  years  than  in  any  similar 
period  of  our  history.  Could  an  inquiry  be  made  into  the 
present  physical  condition  of  the  nation,  it  is  self-evident  that 
it  would  be  of  great  value,  but  one  dealing  with  a portion 
only  would  be  likely  to  lead  to  error. 

The  Committee  would,  therefore,  suggest  to  the  College 
that  its  answer  to  the  Home  Secretary’s  letter  be  as  follows  : — 

Draft  of  Reply  to  the  Home  Office. 

The  College  has  carefully  considered  the  statement  of  the 

Director-General  of  the  Armv  Medical  Service,  forwarded 
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through  the  Home  Office,  and  would  point  out  that  the 
information  furnished  by  it  is  not  of  such  a character  as  to 
enable  the  College  to  express  a decided  opinion  upon  the 
question  of  whether  there  is,  or  is  not,  a necessity  for  an 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  physical  deficiency  of  those 
offering  themselves  as  recruits  for  the  army. 

The  College  is  in  possession  of  no  means  for  comparing  the 
condition  of  the  population  from  whom  recruits  are  drawn  at 
the  present  time  with  that  which  obtained  in  former  years. 
The  figures  given  in  the  Director- General’ s statement  show 
that  there  has  been  no  increase  in  the  proportion  of  rejections, 
and  although  the  numbers  of  those  discharged  from  the  Ser- 
vice in  1901 — 1902  are  proportionately  larger  than  those  in 
former  years,  no  details  are  given  as  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  increase  has  taken  place ; and,  indeed,  the 
figures  may  not  be  strictly  comparable. 

Any  investigation  which  does  not  take  into  account  the 
condition  of  the  labouring  classes  in  the  great  industries  of 
the  country  must  necessarily  give  a very  erroneous  impression 
of  the  physique  of  these  classes.  The  increase  in  the  rate  of 
wages  in  all  forms  of  labour  to  that  extent  diminishes  the 
attractions  of  a military  career  for  those  engaged  in  regular 
labour,  and  leads  to  a proportionately  larger  number  of  the 
“ unemployed  ” offering  themselves  for  service  in  the  army. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  casual  labourers  of  the  large  towns 
represent  the  poorest  portion  of  the  population,  among  whom 
the  lowest  standard  of  physique  would  be  found ; but  the 
College  is  not  in  possession  of  any  evidence  which  satisfies  it 
that  there  is  any  physical  degeneration  of  the  urban  popula- 
tion generally.  Moreover,  the  fact  that  the  urban  death-rate 
has  declined  between  five  and  six  per  thousand,  and  now  more 
closely  approximates  that  of  the  rural  population,  makes  it 
unlikely  that  such  deterioration  is  taking  place. 

The  question  of  what  means  are  available  for  remedying 
existing  defects  in  and  improving  the  national  health  may, 
perhaps,  be  briefly  summed  up  as  those  which  tend  to  diminish 
poverty.  At  the  same  time  the  College  desires  to  point  out 
that  very  great  changes  in  the  conditions  of  life  have  taken 
place  during  the  last  fifty  years,  the  effects  of  some  of  which 
are  not  yet  determined.  Among  these  should  be  considered 
the  alterations  in  character  of  the  food,  the  compulsory  edu- 
cation and  confinement  in  schools  of  young  children,  and  the 
very  great  increase  of  female  labour  in  towns.  Could  an 
inquiry  be  made  into  the  present  physical  condition  of  the 
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nation,  it  is  self-evident  that  it  would  be  of  great  value ; but 
one  dealing  with  a portion  only  of  the  population  would  be 
likely  to  lead  to  error.  Such  an  inquiry  would  naturally  in- 
clude the  above  subjects,  the  experiences  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
and  other  services  of  the  State. 

It  hardly  comes  within  the  province  of  the  College  to  state 
its  views  with  regard  to  the  composition  of  such  a Commis- 
sion as  is  suggested.  If  decided  upon  by  the  Government,  it 
would  be  prepared,  in  conjunction  with  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  England,  to  suggest  names,  should  it  l ie  thought 
desirable  to  place  members  of  the  medical  profession  on  the 
Commission. 

W.  S.  Church,  President. 

27th  July,  1903. 

In  the  course  of  the  autumn  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  appointed  a Committee  to  inquire  further  into 
the  subject  of  the  physical  deterioration  of  recruits,  and 
the  whole  matter  was  transferred  from  the  War  Office  to 
the  Privy  Council.  The  Director-General  considered 
that  the  College,  in  the  remarks  that  it  returned  to  the 
Secretary  for  War,  had  laid  too  much  weight  on  the 
absence  of  any  statistics  or  facts  showing  progressive 
deterioration,  and  a further  memorandum  by  Sir  Wm. 
Taylor  with  supplementary  statistics  was  forwarded  to 
the  College  with  a request  that  it  would  state  if  the 
fresh  memorandum  and  statistics  suggested  any  modi- 
fication of  the  opinions  it  expressed  in  July.  This  addi- 
tional matter  was  referred  by  the  College  to  the  same 
Committee  which  considered  the  original  memorandum  ; 
the  College  adopted  their  report,  which  was  to  the 
effect  that  a consideration  of  the  fresh  matter  did  not 
suggest  any  modification  of  the  opinion  expressed  in 
July,  and  that  the  College  was  of  opinion  that  an  inquiry 
into  the  present  extent  and  causes  of  the  alleged  dis- 
ability for  military  service  of  certain  classes  of  the 
population  is  desirable. 

At  a somewhat  later  stage  of  the  inquiry  the  Com- 
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mittee  addressed  another  communication  to  the  College, 
requesting  it  to  furnish  them  with  the  name  or  names  of 
medical  men  who  could  give  “ representative  ” evidence 
“ on  the  nutrition  of  the  young  among  the  poorer  classes,” 
and  “ on  insanity  among  the  poor.”  The  College 
nominated  Drs.  Eustace  Smith,  Ashby,  and  Hutchison  to 
give  evidence  on  the  first,  and  Dr.  Wiglesworth,  of 
Rainhill  Asylum,  Liverpool,  on  the  second  question. 
Professor  Cunningham’s  evidence  before  the  Committee 
has  also  been  submitted  to  the  College  for  consideration, 
and  the  question  of  how  to  deal  with  it  will  come  before 
you  to-day. 

Another  important  matter  was  brought  before  the 
College  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  in  1902  had 
forwarded  a summary  of  a report  drawn  up  by  a Com- 
mittee of  the  Norwegian  Government  on  the  occurrence 
of  Beri-beri  on  Norwegian  sailing-ships.  The  College  at 
that  time  replied  to  the  Board  of  Trade  that  no  useful 
conclusions  could  be  drawn  from  the  summary  as  sub- 
mitted to  the  College.  Last  autumn,  the  report  having 
been  translated  in  extenso,  the  College,  was  requested  to 
consider  it  and  report  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  The 
President,  Dr.  Payne,  and  Sir  Patrick  Manson  were 
appointed  a committee  for  the  purpose,  and  the  College 
adopted  their  report  at  the  last  Comitia. 

At  the  last  Comitia  a letter  was  read  from  the  Home 
Secretary  asking  the  opinion  of  the  College  on  the 
important  question  whether  experiments  on  living 
animals  are  necessary  for  the  adequate  teaching  of 
pharmacology  ? and  also  on  the  apparent  conflict  of 
opinion  between  the  authorities  of  the  London  Uni- 
versity and  certain  teachers  of  the  subject.  The  report 
of  the  Committee  upon  the  Home  Secretary’s  letter 
comes  before  you  to-day,  and  is  as  follows  : 
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Report  of  the  Pharmacological  Experiments  Com- 
mittee. 

Members  of  the  Committee: — Sir  Wm.  Church  (President), 
Dr.  Perrier  (Censor),  Dr.  Pavy,  Dr.  Pye-Smith,  Sir  Lauder 
Brunton,  Dr.  Halliburton,  Dr.  Fredk.  Smith,  Dr.  Bradford. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  College,  January  28th, 
1904,  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  letter  received  from  the 
Home  Office,  December  15tli,  1903,  on  the  question  of  the 
necessity  for  experiments  on  living  and  anaesthetised,  animals 
in  the  teaching  of  Pharmacology,  report  that : 

The  subject  of  Pharmacology,  like  those  of  Chemistry, 
Physics,  Physiology,  and  the  other  sciences,  can  only  be 
adequately  taught  with  the  aid  of  demonstrations,  involving, 
in  the  case  of  Physiology  and  Pharmacology,  experiments  on 
living  animals.  While  progress  in  the  prevention  and  cure  of 
disease  ultimately  depends  on  advances  in  Physiology  and 
Pathology,  no  branch  of  medicine  is  so  immediately  and 
directly  connected  with  experiments  as  that  of  Pharmacology, 
or  the  action  of  remedies. 

The  regulations  of  the  University  of  London  with  regard  to 
the  teaching  of  Pharmacology  * expressly  contemplate  the 
demonstration  of  the  action  of  drugs,  and  they  are  framed 
with  the  intention  of  such  experiments  being  included  in 
the  curriculum  if  thought  necessary  by  the  teachers  of  Phar- 
macology. In  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  meaning  of 
the  letter  of  the  Principal  undoubtedly  is,  that  experiments 
on  anaesthetised  animals  are  not  compulsory  for  the  recog- 
nition by  the  University  of  courses  of  instruction. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  experiments  on  living 
animals  are  already  so  carefully  safeguarded  by  the  Act  (39 

* The  curriculum  in  Pharmacology,  including’  Pharmacy  and 
Materia  Medica,  shall  consist  of : 

(1)  A course  of  lectures  and  demonstrations,  extending  over  at 
least  three  months,  relating  to  the  pharmacological  actions  of  drugs 
and  other  medicinal  agents  upon  the  chief  functions  of  the  animal 
body,  viz. : Circulation,  Respiration,  Digestion  and  Absorption,  Secre- 
tion and  Excretion,  Metabolism,  Heat  Regulation,  Motor,  Sensory  and 
Reflex  Mechanisms,  and  to  the  chemical  transformations  undergone  in 
the  body  by  the  principal  medicinal  substances. 

(2)  A course  of  instruction  in  Practical  Pharmacy  and  Materia 
Mcdica  extending  over  not  less  than  two  months,  including  practical 
knowledge  of  the  preparation  of  medicines  and  of  the  constituents  of 
the  more  important  compound  preparations  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia, 
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and  40  Yictoria)  that  it  may  be  safely  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  individual  teachers  of  Pharmacology  how  far,  and  in  what 
way,  they  should  make  use  of  experiments  on  living  animals 
in  their  courses  of  instruction. 

W.  S.  Chtjrch,  President. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  thank  the  College  and  its 
Officers  for  the  help  and  support  that  they  have  afforded 
me,  not  only  during  the  past  year,  but  during  the  whole 
time  that  I have  had  the  honour  of  being  their 
President ; and  more  especially  are  my  thanks  due  to 
our  Registrar,  who,  by  his  advice  and  intimate  know- 
ledge of  everything  connected  with  our  College  greatly 
lightens  the  work  of  your  Presidents.  I doubt  if  it  is 
generally  known  to  the  Fellows  how  large  is  the  amount 
of  work  which  now  falls  upon  our  Registrar,  and  I take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  him  for  the  constant  and 
invaluable  aid  that  he  has  so  freely  given  me. 

By  your  favour  I have  held  the  honourable  position  of 
your  President  for  five  years,  which,  I venture  to  think, 
is  a proof  that  you  have  approved  of  the  manner  in 
which  I have  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office.  During 
the  remainder  of  my  life  it  will  be  a constant  source  of 
satisfaction  to  remember  that  I should  have  been 
thought  worthy  by  you  of  being  President  of  this 
College.  I have  endeavoured  whilst  holding  that  posi- 
tion to  keep  in  mind  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
College  and  the  welfare  of  the  medical  profession ; if  I 
have  in  any  measure  succeeded  it  has  been  through  the 
cordial  and  loyal  support  that  you  have  always  so  kindly 
afforded  me. 
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Obituary  Notices  of  Fellows  of  the  College  who 

HAVE  DIED  SINCE  THE  LAST  PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION. 

Edmund  Lloyd  Birkett,  M.D. 

Dr.  Birkett  was  one  of  our  oldest  Fellows,  standing* 
second  in  seniority  on  tlie  College  roll,  and  Lad  attained 
the  patriarchal  age  of  eighty-nine,  having  been  born  in 
1814  at  No.  3,  Cloak  Lane,  Queen  Street,  where  his  father 
was  in  practice  as  a solicitor.  At  the  tender  age  of  eight 
he  went  to  Eton,  whence  he  proceeded  to  Caius  College, 
Cambridge,  in  1833.  After  taking  his  Cambridge 
degree  in  Arts  in  1837,  he  studied  medicine  at  Guy Js 
Hospital,  where  he  held  the  post  of  Secretary  to  the 
Clinical  Report  Society  of  Guy’s,  and  subsequently  was 
editor  of  the  Guy’s  Hospital  Reports.  At  Guy’s  also  he 
held  for  a time  the  office  of  Curator  of  the  Museum, 
where,  from  some  notes  furnished  by  Sir  Samuel  Wilks 
to  the  Lancet  at  the  time  of  Dr.  Birkett’s  death,  the 
pathological  department  does  not  then  appear  to  have 
been  very  active. 

In  1848  he  was  elected  a Fellow  of  our  College,  and 
the  next  year  was  appointed  Physician  to  the  City  of 
London  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  then  recently 
established.  With  this  hospital  he  remained  connected 
as  Physician  and  Consulting  Physician  until  his  death. 

It  was  in  connection  with  Victoria  Park  Hospital  that 
I made  his  acquaintance,  as  he  was  still  in  active  work 
on  the  staff  when  I was  appointed  to  it  in  1865;  and  I 
look  back  gratefully  to  the  kindness  and  consideration 
he  showed  me  when  first  joining  the  staff. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  he  married  (1850)  Awdry 
Hey  don,  daughter  of  Mr.  B.  E.  Battley,  and  upon  the 
death  of  Dr.  Golding  Bird  moved  into  his  house  in 
Bussell  Square,  where  he  resided  until  his  retirement 
from  London  in  1890. 
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Dr.  Birkett  did  not  add  mucli  to  medical  literature. 
Besides  editing,  he  furnished  a few  reports  to  the 
Guy’s  Hospital  Reports,  and  re-edited  Dr.  (holding 
Bird’s  work  on  Urinary  Deposits  and  Thomson’s  Con- 
spectus, adapting  it  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  He 
took  his  full  share  in  the  work  of  the  College,  being 
Censor  in  1862—63  ; Senior  Censor  in  1869  ; Councillor, 
1865—67;  Examiner,  1867—68;  and  Vice-President  in 
1886. 

Upon  his  retirement  from  London  he  lived  in  the 
country  with  his  elder  son,  the  Bev.  L.  Birkett,  rector  of 
Westbourne,  Sussex,  where  he  fully  enjoyed  the  country 
life,  whilst  continuing  to  take  interest  in  the  current 
topics  of  the  day,  and  especially  in  matters  relating  to 
the  Church.  In  November,  1902,  he  suffered  from  an 
attack  of  influenza,  which  debilitated  him,  and  he  grad- 
ually grew  weaker,  and  died  peacefully  on  May  8th. 

William  Smoult  Playfair,  M.D. 

Dr.  Playfair  came  of  a family  well  known  for  several 
generations  at  St.  Andrews,  his  grandfather  having 
filled  the  post  of  Principal  of  the  University,  and  his 
uncle  Sir  Hugh  Lyon  having  been  Provost ; his  father, 
Dr.  Gfeorge  Playfair,  was  Inspector-General  of  Hospitals 
in  Bengal,  and  left  three  sons,  who  all  rose  to  eminence 
in  their  respective  professions  : Lord  Playfair,  Sir  R. 
Lambert  Playfair,  K.C.M.G.,  for  long  British  Consul  at 
Algiers,  and  William  Smoult,  who  was  born  in  the  year 
1836.  His  early  life  was  spent  at  St.  Andrews,  where  he 
received  his  education,  and  studied  medicine  at  Edin- 
burgh, taking  his  M.D.  degree  in  1856,  choosing  for  the 
subject  of  his  thesis  “ On  Calculus  of  the  Bladder 
among  the  Natives  of  India;”  whilst  at  Edinburgh  he 
was  a dresser  to  Professor  Syme  at  a time  when  Lord 
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Lister  was  House  Surgeon,  becoming  a Licentiate  of 
the  Edinburgh  College  of  Surgeons  in  1857,  and  a Fellow 
in  1861  ; in  the  former  year  he  joined  the  Bengal  Army 
Medical  Service,  and  served  with  it  during  the  Mutiny. 

At  a very  early  age  for  such  a post  he  became,  in 
1869,  Professor  of  Surgery  at  the  Calcutta  Medical 
College,  but  his  health  not  being  good  he  returned  to 
this  country,  and  in  1863  commenced  practice  in 
London,  becoming  Obstetric  Physician  to  King’s  College 
Hospital,  and  Professor  of  Obstetric  Medicine  at  King’s 
College. 

Dr.  Playfair  contributed  largely  to  medical  literature, 
being  the  author  of  the  well-known  Treatise  on  llie 
Science  and  Practice  of  Midwifery,  which  has  been 
through  nine  editions,  and  was  for  many  years  the 
principal  student’s  handbook ; he  wrote  the  article  on 
et  Diseases  of  the  Womb  ” in  Quain’s  Dictionary  of  Medi- 
cine, and  that  on  “ Systematic  Treatment  of  Functional 
Neuroses”  in  the  Dictionary  of  Psychological  Medicine  ; 
in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Clifford  Allbutt  he  edited,  in 
1896,  A System  of  Gynaecology,  and  contributed  to  it 
the  portion  on  the  Nervous  System  in  relation  to 
Gfymecology.  It  is  in  connection  with  this  subject  that 
Playfair’s  name  will  be  best  remembered;  he  may  be 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  introducers  of  the  mode  of 
treatment  known  as  the  Weir-Mitcliell  into  this  country, 
and  he  was  considered  by  some  to  be  unduly  inclined  to 
recommend  it,  but  I think  it  is  undeniable  that  he  did 
much  to  bring  its  undoubted  value  in  suitable  cases  to 
the  notice  of  the  profession  in  this  country. 

As  an  obstetrician,  Playfair  had  a very  successful 
career ; he  had  the  distinction  of  being  Physician 
Accoucheur  to  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Edinburgh,  and 
for  his  professional  services  to  the  Crown  Princess  of 
Roumania  received  the  insignia  of  a Grand  Officer  of 
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the  Crown  of  Roumania.  He  took  a very  active  part 
in  the  business  of  the  Obstetrical  Society,  to  which  he 
contributed  fifteen  papers,  and  served  in  the  capacities 
of  Librarian  1868,  Hon.  Secretary  1870,  Vice-President 
1873,  and  President  1879.  He  was  also  a Fellow  of  the 
American  and  Boston  Gynecological  Society. 

Dr.  Playfair  married  a daughter  of  James  Kitson, 
Esq.,  of  Elmett  Hall,  Leeds,  by  whom  he  leaves  one  son 
and  three  daughters.  Late  in  life  he  became  involved 
in  a very  disagreeable  libel  suit,  in  which  the  verdict 
went  against  him.  I need  not  allude  to  it  further  than 
to  say  that  although  the  verdict  of  the  jury  was 
adverse,  no  shadow  of  dishonour  could  be  attributed  to 
Dr.  Playfair,  and  at  the  dinner  given  to  him  on  his 
retirement  from  his  offices  at  King’s  College  in  1 898,  he 
quoted  the  following  passage  which  he  had  received  in 
a letter  from  Mr.  Gladstone,  to  whom  he  was  practically 
unknown  : “ Having  most  carefully  studied  all  the 
evidence  in  this  trial,  I can  come  to  no  other  conclusion 
than  that  you  have  done  neither  more  nor  less  than  your 
duty.” 

Dr.  Playfair  became  a Fellow  of  our  College  in  1870, 
and  received  the  degrees  of  Hon.  LL.D.  of  St.  Andrews 
in  1885,  and  of  Edinburgh  in  1898. 

Soon  after  retiring  from  London  his  health  began  to 
fail,  and  he  died  after  a lingering  illness  on  August  13tli 
at  St.  Andrews,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  new 
cemetery,  where  his  brother  had  been  buried. 

William  Henry  Corfield,  M.D. 

Professor  Corfield,  who  died  at  Marstrand,  Sweden, 
on  August  26tli,  had  for  many  years  been  a prominent 
figure  among  sanitary  authorities,  and  had  the  distinc- 
tion when  only  twenty-six  years  of  age  of  being  the 
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first  occupant  of  the  chair  of  hygiene  and  public  health 
which  was  established  in  1869  at  University  College. 
He  was  born  at  Shrewsbury  on  December  14th,  1843, 
and  educated  at  Cheltenham  Grammar  School  ; when 
seventeen  years  old  he  obtained  a Demyship  in  Natural 
Science  at  Magdalen,  Oxford.  His  University  career 
was  unusually  brilliant  and  successful,  obtaining  a 
first  class  in  Moderations  in  Mathematics,  and  was 
placed  in  the  first  class  in  the  final  school  of  Natural 
Science  in  1864.  He  was  elected  the  following  year 
to  the  Shepherd  Medical  Fellowship  at  Pembroke.  In 
1866  he  won  the  Burdett-Coutts  Scholarship  in  Geology, 
and  the  following  year  became  Radcliffe  Travelling 
Fellow,  and  shortly  afterwards  studied  at  University 
College  Hospital,  taking  his  M.B.  degree  at  Oxford  in 
1868,  becoming  a member  of  our  College  the  following- 
year.  His  tastes  and  education  thus  peculiarly  fitted 
him  for  the  department  of  medicine  to  which  he  devoted 
himself ; a mathematician  and  a geologist  he  was  espe- 
cially well  fitted  to  examine  into  the  statistical  and 
geological  questions  connected  with  public  health. 
When  travelling,  as  he  was  bound  to  do  by  his  fellow- 
ship, he  studied  at  Paris  and  Lyons,  and  proceeded  to 
Italy  and  Sicily,  being  attracted  thereto  not  only  by 
his  desire  of  visiting  some  of  the  Italian  medical  schools, 
but  from  his  wish  to  observe  the  geological  features  of 
the  country. 

At  the  request  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
British  Association  to  report  on  the  Treatment  and 
Utilisation  of  Sewage,  he  compiled  “A  Digest  of  Facts 
relating  to  the  Treatment  and  Utilisation  of  Sewage,” 
which  was  published  in  1870,  a task  which  not  only 
showed  his  grasp  of  the  subject,  but  also  gave  proof  of 
much  original  work  and  thought. 

It  would  be  tedious  were  I to  mention  the  numerous 
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papers  he  read  before  various  societies,  and  the 
pamphlets  which  he  published;  the  most  important 
perhaps  are  his  book  on  “Dwelling  Houses,  their  Sani- 
tary Construction  and  Arrangements  93 ; “ The  Laws  of 
Health  ” ; “ Drains  and  Defective  House  Sanitation,” 
which  has  been  translated  into  most  European  languages, 
and  formed  the  Caistor  Lectures  delivered  by  him  for 
the  Society  of  Arts. 

In  1871  Dr.  Corfield  was  elected  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Islington,  and  the  following  year  left  Islington 
for  the  similar  appointment  to  St.  Greorge’s,  Hanover 
Square,  which  he  held  for  twenty-eight  years. 

He  became  a Fellow  of  our  College  in  1875,  served 
as  Councillor  1898—1900,  and  was  Milroy  Lecturer  in 
1900,  taking  for  his  subject  “ The  Etiology  of  Typhoid 
Fever  and  its  Prevention.” 

In  addition  to  his  public  appointments  he  had  a 
large  practice  as  a consulting  sanitarian,  his  name 
being  prominently  brought  before  the  public  in  1871 
in  connection  with  His  Majesty’s  attack  of  typhoid 
fever,  supposed  to  have  been  contracted  at  Londes- 
borough  Lodge. 

Corfield  instituted  the  first  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  University  College,  and  took  an  active  interest  in 
establishing  the  Parkes  Museum,  and  was  one  of  the 
originators  of  the  International  Congress  of  Hygiene 
first  held  in  1891.  His  work  was  fully  recognised  on 
the  Continent,  where  he  was  an  honorary  member  of 
many  learned  societies,  and  Bronze  Medallist  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Public  Health  of  Belgium. 

Professor  Corfield  was  one  of  the  first  to  devote 
himself  to  sanitary  science  from  the  commencement  of 
his  career  ; until  that  time  sanitarians  had  been  either 
engineers  or  medical  men  who  from  force  of  circum- 
stances rather  than  from  choice  had  to  take  part  in 
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questions  regarding  the  public  health.  He  took  a wide 
and  comprehensive  view  of  the  subject,  and  he  may  be 
regarded  as  a sanitarian  in  its  wider  sense  rather  than 
as  a medical  officer  of  health. 

Notwithstanding  his  busy  life  Corfield  was  interested 
in  many  other  subjects  than  purely  professional  ones, 
he  was  a Fellow  of  the  Geological  Society,  a connois- 
seur in  books  and  their  bindings,  and  a collector  of 
Bewick’s  woodcuts ; whilst  to  the  end  of  his  life  be 
delighted  in  outdoor  pursuits  and  the  study  of  nature, 
as  is  evidenced  in  his  papers  on  “ Mountain  Climbing,” 
“ Etna  in  Winter,”  on  the  “Volcanoes  of  Auvergne,” 
and  on  “Pile  Dwellings  in  the  Swiss  Lakes”;  he  was 
also  an  ardent  fisherman,  and  had  formed  a valuable 
collection  of  books  on  angling. 

For  several  years  before  his  death  it  was  but  too 
evident  that  his  health  was  seriously  undermined.  He 
suffered  greatly  from  dyspepsia,  accompanied  by  weak- 
ening and  exhausting  diarrhoea.  A temporary  cessation 
of  his  most  distressing  symptoms  caused  so  much  im- 
provement in  his  looks  that  it  was  hoped  it  might  be 
lasting,  and  he  felt  himself  so  much  better  last  summer 
that  he  went  to  Marstrand  for  a holiday  and  fishing. 

Dr.  Corfield  married  in  1876  Emily  Madelina, 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Pike,  F.S.A.,  who  pre- 
deceased him,  and  leaves  a family  of  six  children. 


John  Tatham,  M.D. 

Dr.  John  Tatham  was  born  at  Burton-in-Lonsdale,  in 
the  West  Biding  of  Yorkshire,  on  August  5tli,  1834, 
where  his  father  and  many  preceding  generations  had 
been  small  landowners.  He  was  educated  at  Rossal 
School,  entering  the  school  very  soon  after  its  founda- 
tion. An  accident  met  with  there  was  followed  by 
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some  chronic  affection  of  the  knee,  and  led  to  his  being 
an  inmate  for  several  months  of  the  house  of  the  family 
doctor,  Mr.  T.  P.  James,  of  Kirby  Lonsdale.  Whilst 
with  Mr.  James  he  manifested  so  strong  an  inclination 
towards  medicine  that  lie  was  in  1851  apprenticed  to 
him,  subsequently  entering  as  a student  at  the  Middlesex 
Hospital,  where,  after  qualifying,  he  held  the  office  of 
House  Surgeon. 

In  1859  he  went  to  Naples  as  private  medical  atten- 
dant on  Lord  Holland,  and  remained  with  him  until  his 
death  some  three  years  later ; and  Lord  Holland  valued 
his  services  so  highly  that  he  left  him  a pension  for 
life.  Upon  Lord  Holland’s  death  he  studied  medicine 
for  a time  at  Paris,  and  on  returning  to  England  be- 
came M.D.  of  St.  Andrews  in  1862,  and  commenced 
practice  in  London.  He  was  for  a time  Physician  to 
the  Royal  Pimlico  Dispensary  and  the  West  London 
Hospital.  In  1868  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Phy- 
sician to  the  Brompton  Hospital,  becoming  Physician 
in  1875. 

Having  independent  means,  he  did  not  enter  much 
into  private  practice,  but  gave  up  much  of  his  time  to 
the  Brompton  Hospital,  and  was  a regular  attendant  at 
the  meetings  of  the  General  Committee  of  Management, 
and  kept  a keen  eye  on  the  medical  requirements  of  the 
hospital.  Upon  retiring  from  the  post  of  Physician  at 
the  Brompton  Hospital  he  was  appointed  Consulting 
Physician,  and  shortly  afterwards  retired  from  practice 
and  lived  mainly  at  his  native  home,  Lowfield,  Burton- 
in-Lonsdale,  where  he  died  on  August  3rd. 

Beyond  contributing  some  reports  on  hygiene  and 
climate  to  the  medical  journals,  I am  not  aware  that  he 
added  to  medical  literature. 
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Alfred  Sangster,  M.D. 

Alfred  Sangster  was  born  at  Streatham  on  October 
24th , 1845.  He  was  educated  first  at  a preparatory 
school  at  Richmond,  and  afterwards  at  the  Grammar 
School,  Denmark  Hill.  He  entered  Guy’s  Hospital  as 
a student  of  medicine  in  1865.  His  course  there  was 
interrupted  by  a period  of  study  in  the  University  of 
Aberdeen,  and  at  the  end  of  1867  he  went  to  Cam- 
bridge, entering  at  Cains  College,  and  taking  his  B.A. 
with  honours  in  Natural  Science  in  1871.  Subsequently 
he  worked  alternately  at  Guy’s  and  at  the  Cambridge 
Medical  Schools  ; and  in  1875  he  obtained  the  M.B., 
and  the  same  year  he  took  the  Membership  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  In  1876  he  became  a 
Member  of  this  College,  and  in  1885  was  elected  to  the 
Fellowship. 

Writing  of  him  and  his  accomplishments  and  character 
in  these  early  days/  an  old  fellow-student,  Dr.  Leader 
Stevenson,  of  Ravenscourt  Park,  says : “ With  respect 
to  his  time  at  Guiy’s  (1871—76),  there  are  two  points 
concerning  him  which  have  especially  impressed  them- 
selves upon  my  recollection.  Firstly,  he  wais  one  of 
the  most  generally  popular  men  in  the  hospital  ; for,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  he  was  prevented  by  bad  health  from 
taking  any  part  in  the  athletics  of  the  students,  he  had 
as  many  friends  amongst  those  whom  I will  call  the 
‘ sportsmen’  as  amongst  the  hard  workers.  Secondly, 
he  took  a leading  part  in  all  matters  musical.” 

Dr.  Sangster’s  first  appointment  in  London  after 
being  qualified  was  that  of  Clinical  Registrar  and 
Chloroformist  at  the  Evelina  Hospital.  Whilst  he  was 
still  a student  his  friend  and  teacher,  Dr.  Moxon,  had 
discovered  that  he  was  the  subject  of  aortic  disease,  and 
unfitted  for  the  hard  life  of  a general  practitioner,  and 
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advised  him  to  turn  his  whole  attention  to  diseases  of 
the  skin.  In  1876  he  was  appointed  Physician  for 
Diseases  of  the  Skin  to  Charing  Cross  Hospital.  Both 
at  the  hospital  and  in  private  practice  he  investigated 
his  cases  with  extreme  care,  and  began  to  publish  a 
series  of  papers  on  his  own  subject— some  histological, 
others  clinical  in  character — most  of  which  were  read 
before  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical,  the  Clinical, 
and  the  Pathological  Societies.  About  the  same  time 
he  was  also  entrusted  with  a number  of  the  articles  on 
diseases  of  the  skin  for  QuaiiTs  Dictionary  of  Medicine . 

In  1882  a great  interest  was  added  to  his  profes- 
sional life.  The  Dermatological  Society  of  London,  of 
which  he  was  the  first  hon.  secretary,  was  founded  by 
him  and  a few  of  his  friends,  and  he  devoted  himself 
with  characteristic  zeal  to  the  duties  of  the  office.  At 
the  meetings,  which  were  of  a definitely  clinical  character, 
and  less  formal  than  those  of  most  other  learned 
societies,  he  was  entirely  in  his  element. 

Meanwhile  Dr.  Sangster  was  building  up  a consult- 
ing practice  in  his  special  department  of  medicine,  but 
neither  his  health  nor  strength  enabled  him  to  practise 
on  more  than  a moderate  scale.  More  than  once  he 
proposed  to  retire  from  the  profession,  but  he  held 
bravely  on  until  1897,  when  he  definitely  left  London 
and  settled  cpiietly  at  St.  Peter’s-in-Thanet. 

At  St.  Peter’s  he  led  a life  of  retirement  with  his 
family  in  full  and  quiet  enjoyment  of  music,  literature, 
and  art.  The  quiet  life  on  the  Kent  coast  was  favour- 
able to  his  health,  and  he  suffered  less  both  from  cardiac 
distress  and  sick  headache.  Unhappily,  in  the  autumn 
of  last  year  he  persuaded  himself  that  he  was  able  to 
attend  a course  of  University  Extension  Lectures  at 
Oxford,  where  he  broke  down  in  a few  weeks,  and.  on 
his  return  it  was  found  that  the  old  lesion  of  the  aortic 
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valves,  of  which  he  had  been  the  subject  for  so  many 
years,  had  become  infected.  For  nearly  four  months  he 
suffered  from  fever,  complicated  towards  the  end  with 
rigors,  and  on  December  9th  he  died  suddenly  at  a 
comparatively  early  age. 

Those  who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  Dr. 
Sangster  had  a very  high  opinion  of  his  abilities  and 
character,  but  ill-health  and  a naturally  retiring  dispo- 
sition prevented  his  being  generally  known  in  the 
College,  and  the  same  causes  precluded  him  from  taking 
part  in  the  College  work.  At  his  hospital  he  was  held 
in  affectionate  regard  by  his  colleagues  and  students, 
and  his  loss  is  deeply  regretted  by  his  personal 
friends. 


John  William  Hue. 

John  William  Hue,  who  died  in  the  84th  year  of  his 
age,  on  December  24th,  at  his  residence  in  Dresden, 
was  the  son  of  Dr.  Clement  Hue,  Physician  to  St.  Bar- 
tholomew’s Hospital. 

After  taking  his  B.A.  degree  at  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  Hue  studied  medicine  at  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital,  more,  I understand  from  one  of  his  few 
remaining  contemporaries,  from  his  father’s  wish  than 
because  he  had  any  taste  for  the  subject.  He  be- 
came a Licentiate  of  the  College  in  1850,  and  for  a 
short  time  held  the  office  of  Physician  to  the  Hospital 
Ship  “ Dreadnought.”  His  father  was  bent  on  his  son 
becoming,  like  himself,  Physician  to  the  Hospital,  and 
John  William  Hue  came  forward  as  a candidate  for 
the  vacant  assistant  physiciancy  in  1854,  when,  after  a 
close  contest,  Dr.  Kirkes  was  successful,  mainly  through 
the  support  of  Sir  William  Lawrence.  After  his  de- 
feat, Hue  virtually  retired  from  his  profession,  and 
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although  he  obtained  the  Fellowship  of  our  College  in 
1856  and  remained  in  his  father's  house  in  Bedford 
Square  for  some  years,  I believe  he  never  engaged  in 
private  practice.  He  was  much  devoted  to  music,  in 
which  he  was  no  mean  proficient,  and  retired  to  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  but  lived  much  abroad.  He  married 
late  in  life  and  left  no  family. 

Sir  Edward  Henry  Sieveking,  LL.D.,  M.H. 

By  the  death  of  Sir  Edward  Sieveking  the  College 
loses  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  respected  Fellows,  who 
occupied  for  many  years  a very  prominent  position  both 
in  the  College  and  Society.  His  family  had  for  several 
generations  taken  a leading  part  in  the  mercantile  and 
intellectual  life  of  Hamburg,  whence  in  1809  his  father 
Edward  came  to  London  and  carried  on  business  at 
65,  Fencliurch  Street,  residing  at  Bailey's  Lane,  Stamford 
Hill ; his  mother  was  a daughter  of  Senator  J. 
V.  Meyer,  of  Hamburg.  Sieveking  was  born  in 
St.  Helen's  Place  on  August  24tli,  1816,  and  was 
educated  partly  in  this  country  and  partly  on  the 
Continent.  After  passing  the  Arbiturienten  examen 
he  entered  the  University  of  Berlin,  where  he  learnt 
dissection  under  Schiemann,  and  attended  Johannes 
Muller's  lectures  on  physiology ; from  Berlin  he  went 
for  a year  to  the  University  of  Bonn,  and  returning  to 
England  studied  medicine  at  University  College  Hospital, 
graduating  M.H.  at  Edinburgh  in  1841,  which  University 
at  a later  date  conferred  on  him  the  LL.D.  decree 

o 

hororis  causa.  Soon  after  graduating  he  proceeded  to 
Paris,  where  he  studied  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  under  Andral, 
and  attended  the  practice  of  Bicord  at  the  Hopital  du 
Midi  ; subsequently  he  visited  Vienna,  being  attracted  by 
the  fame  of  Jager,  and  attended  a course  of  ophthalmic 
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surgery  conducted  by  his  assistant  Rigi.  Sieveking 
thus  fully  prepared  himself  for  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession which  he  first  commenced  in  Hamburg,  practising 
for  four  years  there  principally  among  the  English 
residents.  In  Hamburg  he  assisted  his  aunt,  Miss 
Amelia  Sieveking,  in  founding  a children’s  hospital,  and 
delivered  a course  of  lectures  in  connection  with  it. 
His  aunt  Amelia  was  a well-known  philanthropist  in 
Hamburg  and  an  early  advocate  of  skilled  nursing. 

In  1846  he  established  himself  in  London,  becoming 
a Member  of  our  College  in  the  following  year,  and  in 
1849  married  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Ray,  J.P.,  of 
Parkgate,  Finchley.  At  this  time  of  his  life  he  was  a 
good  deal  engaged  in  literary  work,  and  held  the  post 
of  Physician  to  the  Northern  Dispensary,  and  Physician 
to  the  Lock  Hospital.  In  1851,  upon  the  opening  of 
St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  he  joined  its  staff  as  Assistant 
Physician,  becoming  Physician  in  1860,  and  held  that 
position  for  twenty- eight  years,  and  remained  Consulting 
Physician  up  to  his  death.  For  many  years  he  was 
lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  in  the  Hospital  Medical 
School. 

In  1852  he  was  elected  a Fellow  of  our  College,  and 
in  addition  to  serving  as  Examiner,  Councillor,  and 
Censor  was  appointed  Croonian  Lecturer  in  1866  ; 
Harveian  Orator  in  1877,  and  was  one  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents  appointed  during  the  Presidency  of  Sir 
William  Jenner  in  1888.  His  Harveian  Oration  con- 
tains an  interesting  description  of  the  MS.  of  Harvey’s 
Lectures  which  had  a few  months  before  been  redis- 
covered after  having  been  missing  for  many  years.  Sir 
Edward  took  much  interest  in  the  steps  taken  by  the 
College  to  reproduce  the  MS.  in  autotype. 

Sir  Edward’s  professional  position  after  joining  the 
staff  of  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  rapidly  improved,  so  that 
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within  a few  years  he  occupied  a leading  place  among 
the  consulting  physicians  in  London  and  was  elected 
President  of  the  Harveian  Society  in  1861.  In  1863 
he  was  appointed  Physician  in  Ordinary  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  having  for  some  years  held  the  post  of 
Physician  in  Ordinary  to  the  late  Duke  of  Cambridge. 
In  1873  he  was  made  Physician  Extraordinary  to  H.M. 
Queen  Victoria,  was  knighted  in  1886,  became  Physician 
in  Ordinary  in  1888,  and  upon  the  Queen’s  decease  he 
became  Physician  Extraordinary  to  H.M.  the  King. 

As  might  be  expected  from  his  desire  to  be 
thoroughly  abreast  of  the  medical  knowledge  of  the 
day,  Sir  Edward  turned  his  attention  to  the  laryngoscope 
when  it  was  first  introduced  into  clinical  practice,  and 
in  1862  published  his  “Practical  Remarks  on  Laryngeal 
Disease  as  illustrated  by  the  Laryngoscope.” 

Sir  Edward’s  literary  work  was  varied  and  con- 
siderable ; his  first  work  published  in  this  country  was  a 
small  pamphlet,  on  “The  Training  Institutions  for 
Nurses  and  the  Workhouses,”  a subject  which  lie  also 
brought  before  the  Epidemiological  Society.  Nursing 
and  all  connected  with  it  was  a subject  of  much 
interest  to  him  throughout  life,  and  he  valued  highly 
the  distinction  of  being  Knight  of  the  Order  of  St. 
John  of  Jerusalem. 

His  friendship  with  Sir  John  Forbes  led  to  his 
undertaking  the  Editorship  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Medico-Chirnrgical  Review  upon  the  former’s  resigna- 
tion. He  also  translated  the  second  volume  of 
Rokitansky’s  work  on  “ Pathological  Anatomy  ” and 
“ Romberg  on  Nervous  Diseases,”  and  in  conjunction 
with  his  friend  and  colleague  Dr.  Handheld  Jones  he  pub- 
lished the  well-known  Manual  of  Pathological  Anatomy 
which  for  many  years  held  its  place  as  a regular  text- 
book in  our  medical  schools. 
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The  study  of  affections  of  the  nervous  system  had 
especial  attractions  for  him,  and  from  1864  to  1867  he 
held  the  post  of  Physician  to  the  Hospital  for  the 
Paralysed  and  Epileptic,  Queen  Square.  His  principal 
monograph  is  that  on  “ Epilepsy  and  Epileptiform 
Seizures,  their  Causes,  Pathology  and  Treatment,”  and 
he  contributed  two  communications  on  the  subject  to 
the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society’s  Trans- 
actions. Among  his  other  medical  writings  his  work 
“The  Medical  Adviser  in  Life  Assurance”  is  perhaps 
the  best  known. 

I had  not  the  advantage  and  pleasure  of  knowing 
Sir  Edward  Sieveking  intimately,  but  if  I may  venture 
to  express  an  opinion  on  his  character,  its  leading- 
feature  was  thoroughness.  I have  shown  what  pains 
he  took  to  equip  himself  for  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  in  his  subsequent  life  he  gave  abundant 
evidence  of  how  earnestly  and  successfully  he  worked 
at  any  subject  on  which  he  embarked.  As  a young- 
man  he  founded  when  in  Hamburg  the  Alster  Rowing 
Club,  which  I understand  still  exists.  He  took  great 
interest  in  the  foundation  of  Epsom  College  and  was  its 
first  Honorary  Secretary  and  served  on  the  Council  for 
many  years  and  filled  the  post  of  Vice-President  to  the 
Institution.  Sir  Edward  was  President  of  the  Royal 
Medical  Chirurgical  Society  when  it  moved  from  its  old 
quarters  in  Berners  Street  to  Hanover  Square,  and  it 
was  mainly  through  his  labours  that  a Committee  on 
Climatology  and  Balneology  was  appointed,  and  through 
their  labours  a satisfactory  account  of  British  watering- 
places  and  health  resorts  compiled.  Upon  the  termina- 
tion of  his  Presidency  he  presented  the  Society  with  the 
handsome  badge  of  office  now  worn  by  the  President. 

Sir  Edward  took  an  active  part  in  the  Council  of  the 
British  Medical  Association,  being  for  many  years  the 
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representative  on  it  of  the  Metropolitan  branch.  He 
gave  the  address  on  medicine  at  the  Sheffield  meeting, 
and  it  was  mainly  through  his  instrumentality  that  the 
Association  founded  its  medals  for  distinguished  merit. 

Thus  throughout  his  long  and  useful  life  we  find  him 
continually  improving  his  own  knowledge  and  promoting 
the  advance  of  medicine,  or  actively  engaged  in  assist- 
ing to  further  some  good  object.  He  played  an 
important  part  in  raising  the  Medical  School  of  St. 
Mary’s  to  its  present  position,  and  was  the  valued  friend 
and  counsellor  of  the  members  of  the  stall'  who  served 
with  or  succeeded  him.  He  retained  his  activity  of 
mind  and  body  to  an  advanced  age,  and  died  at  his 
house  in  Manchester  Square  from  pneumonia  after  a 
few  days’  illness  on  February  24th,  and  was  buried  at 
Abney  Park  Cemetery.  The  first  portion  of  the  service 
was  held  at  St.  Thomas’s  Church,  Orchard  Street, 
which  the  President,  Censors,  and  other  Officers  of  the 
College  attended  in  their  robes. 


Alexander  Davidson,  M.D. 

Dr.  Davidson  was  one  of  the  best  known  of  our  pro- 
vincial Fellows,  and  had  occupied  an  important  position 
in  the  medical  life  of  Liverpool  for  many  years.  He 
was  the  son  of  the  Pev.  Peter  Davidson,  the  value  of 
whose  ministerial  work  in  Edinburgh  was  so  greatly 
appreciated  that  the  Davidson  Memorial  Clinrch  was 
built  there  to  perpetuate  his  memory.  Alexander 
Davidson  was  born  in  Edinburgh  in  1838,  and  received 
both  his  school  and  University  education  in  that  city, 
taking  an  Arts  degree  as  well  as  that  of  Bachelor  of 
Medicine  in  1863,  and  proceeding  to  the  doctorate  in 
1872.  His  first  medical  appointment  was  that  of 
resident  medical  officer  in  the  fever  wards  of  the  Brad- 
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ford  Infirmary ; lie  had  the  misfortune  to  contract 
typhoid  fever  whilst  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
there,  which  was  followed  by  phlebitis,  a condition 
which  recurred  from  time  to  time  during  the  rest  of  his 
life,  and  which  was  ultimately  the  cause  of  his  death. 

Two  or  three  years  later  he  commenced  general 
practice  in  Liverpool  and  became  one  of  the  medical 
officers  to  the  Southern  Dispensary  and  to  the  Infirmary 
for  Children.  In  1872  he  was  elected  Physician  to  the 
Northern  Hospital,  and  four  years  later  to  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  where  he  had  for  some  time  been  filling  the 
post  of  Lecturer  on  “ Natural  History;”  subsequently 
becoming  Lecturer  on  Pathology  in  the  Medical  School 
attached  to  the  Royal  Infirmary.  In  1874  he  became 
a Member  of  our  College,  and  was  elected  to  the  Fellow- 
ship in  1885. 

During  the  long  period  Dr.  Davidson  was  connected 
with  the  Royal  Infirmary  he  gradually  formed  a large 
consulting  practice  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  development  both  of  the 
Infirmary  and  of  the  Medical  School  attached  to  it. 
The  value  of  his  services  was  recognised  by  his  col- 
leagues when,  on  his  retirement  from  the  Professorship 
of  Pathology,  he  was  appointed  Emeritus  Professor,  and 
when  the  University  was  founded  he  was  given  a seat 
on  the  Board  of  the  Medical  Faculty.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Building  Committee  during  the  recon- 
struction of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  and  his  services  on  it 
were  highly  appreciated  both  by  his  colleagues  and  the 
non-medical  members  of  the  Committee. 

Dr.  Davidson  was  the  author  of  various  articles  in 
Quaiids  Dictionary  of  Medicine ; he  wrote  also  on 
“ Pseudohypertrophic  Muscular  Paralysis”  and  various 
papers  in  the  medical  press  and  journals. 

In  his  earlier  life  in  Liverpool  he  acted  as  Secretary 
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to  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  branch  of  the  British 
Medical  Association,  and  served  the  office  of  President 
of  the  branch. 

I was  not  personally  acquainted  with  Dr.  Davidson ; 
one  of  his  old  friends  and  colleagues  thus  writes  of  him : 

“ His  character  was  marked  by  strength,  decision, 
unselfishness,  and  the  most  absolute  truthfulness. 
There  was  an  apparent  sternness  at  times  in  his  speech 
and  demeanour  ; but  this  was  really  a mask  covering 
the  greatest  kindliness  and  warmth  of  heart.  How 
kind  and  helpful  he  was  to  those  who  sought  his 
counsel  many  can  testify.  Moreover  his  judgment  was 
one  to  rely  upon  in  no  common  degree.  Professionally 
he  was  a sound  and  learned  physician,  an  excellent 
pathologist,  and  a successful  teacher.” 

During  the  last  few  years  Dr.  Davidson  did  not  take 
any  active  part  in  the  scheme  and  changes  affecting 
medical  education  in  Liverpool.  His  health  began  to 
fail  seriously  in  the  autumn  of  last  year,  and  he  died  at 
his  house,  2,  Gfambier  Terrace,  on  March  3rd,  leaving  a 
widow  and  one  son. 
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